
Child Care Advisory Council Meeting 
4/29/2021 

 
Call to Order………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. Sarah Vanover 
 
The Child Care Advisory Council meeting was duly called by Division of Child Care Director Sarah 
Vanover and held virtually via Zoom. 
 
In Attendance 
 
Brenda Brunner, Chuck Bradley, Bill Buchanan, Twylynn Edwards, Amy Hood, Amanda Flanery for 
Amy Neal, Patricia Porter, Kim Smart, Zachary Smith, Rebecca Thomas, Sarah Vanover, Sandra 
Woodall 
 
Review of Minutes………………………………………………………..………………………………….... Open Discussion 
 
Meeting minutes from January 2021 were approved. 
 
Community Updates………………………………………………………………………………………....Open Discussion 
 
Bill Buchanan provided an update from the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE).  
 
Bill Buchanan presented a PowerPoint presentation. 
 
House Bill 382 passed this legislative session. The bill provides one hundred and forty million for 
full-day kindergarten. 
 
Officers for the KDE Preschool Coordinator Advisory Group were elected in January. Their first 
meeting focused on communication, transition, quality programming, P-3 alignment, equity and 
diversity, and data quality. Their next meeting is scheduled for July 28, 2021. Recordings and 
minutes from their sessions will be posted online. 
 
COVID-19 documents were consolidated into one new document, KDE COVID-19 Guidance 2.0. 
KDE and Department for Public Health continue to meet and adjust guidance.  
 
Commissioner Glass is continuing with his virtual listening tour. Remaining dates are available 
April 29 through May 13, 2021. Link to the Commissioner's Listening Tour for Spanish-Speaking 
families.  
 
Gail Edwards inquired if child care programs still have to check temperatures. Sarah Vanover 
stated the guidance has not changed for licensed programs, unlike public schools. Temperature 
checks must still be taken.   
 

https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/KDE%20COVID%2019%20Guidance%202.0%20FINAL.pdf
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/KYDE/bulletins/2cf2f2b
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/KYDE/bulletins/2cf2f2b


Sandy Woodall opened a discussion surrounding partnerships and collaborating if universal 
preschool is enacted.  
 
Bill Buchanan and Sarah Vanover reiterated universal Pre-K would involve partnerships on a local 
level. This would include collaborations with child care programs due to the limited physical 
space in public schools and staffing.  
 
Bill Buchanan stated some states currently have universal preschool, and partnerships between 
public schools and child care programs are vital.  
 
Sarah Vanover stated Representative Raymond wrote a House Resolution last legislative session 
directing the Legislative Research Commission to establish a Kentucky Preschool Program Task 
Force. When this was presented, the Prichard committee had conversations with Rep. Raymond 
on the importance of establishing local partnerships between public schools and childcare 
programs.  
 
Amanda Flanery provided an update from the Governor's Office of Early Childhood.  
 
Amanda Flanery presented a PowerPoint presentation. 
 
GOEC has applied for two different grant opportunities: Early Childhood Comprehensive Systems 
Grant and Early Childhood Governance and Financing Systems Grant.  
 
Plans for the Early Childhood Institute are ongoing. The institute will be a series of yearlong high-
quality pieces of training that will be a hybrid of in-person and online. 
 
GOEC has been working with national content specialists to revise current Early Childhood 
Standards.  
 
The Community Early Childhood Council Grants are due 4/29/2021.  
 
The Youth Apprenticeship Program continues to grow.  
 
The Early Childhood Advisory Council has appointed committee chairs: Rina Gratz, Shared 
Accountability, Dr. Felisa Cumings, Diversity Revenue, John Roden, Alignment and Investment, 
Dr. Jaesook Gilbert, Professional Development. 
 
DCC Updates……………………..………………………………………………………………….………...…… Sarah Vanover 
 
Sarah Vanover provided a PowerPoint presentation.  
 
All the funds from the first round of the CARES act have been allocated. The majority of the 
funds went directly to child care programs; only a small portion went to LDCs. DCC paid the total 



amount of tuition for eligible children enrolled in LDC programs. All child care providers working 
in an LDC program received a $1500 Hero Bonus for serving essential employees. 

 
The $2,481,577.60 left in child care CARES Act funding has been allocated to pay for CCAP family 
co-pays. 
 
There were startup grants available for Family Child Care homes and Registered Providers. These 
grants were funded by the Cabinet's CARES Act funding, not DCC's CARES allocation. Forty-two 
providers were approved for a total of $105,000.  
 
The second round of federal funding was the Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental 
Appropriations Act (CRRSA). Kentucky was awarded $195.5 million.  
 
The top priority for CRSSA funding was the sustainability of programs. $168 Million, over 85% of 
the funding was dedicated to sustainment payments for regulated child care providers. 
Payments for licensed and certified providers will be based upon capacity. Payments for 
registered providers will be based upon enrollment. The first payment was $300 per child, and 
the following three payments will be $260 per child. The payments follow in two-month 
intervals, February, April, June, and August. To qualify for the sustainment payments, the child 
care provider had to be in the DRCC database by January 1, 2021, to qualify. Providers had to 
sign a single contract and return it no later than March 10, 2021.  
 
The CRSSA funds are taxable revenue, and some portion must be used for staff salaries.  
 
DCC will use CRSSA funds to pay for fingerprint background checks once KARES resumes. This will 
continue as long as funds are available. DCC will also use $4.5 million for training and technical 
assistance. Training will include CRP First Aid, Epi-Pen, and Blood Borne Pathogen training and 
resiliency and trauma-informed care training. 
 



DCC will continue to pay parent co-pays as long as funds are available and funding allows. DCC 
has been paying the co-pays since February 1, 2021.  
 
Using our annual block grant funding, DCC began paying CCAP based upon enrollment instead of 
attendance. We will continue to re-evaluate quarterly if funding is available to continue using 
this payment system. CCAP enrollment is down, and is a reason why this payment system has 
been fully funded. DCC is focusing on promotional materials to increase families enrolled in 
CCAP.  
 
The Division of Child Care is establishing a family child care network in the eight DCC regions. 
Western Kentucky University will hold the contract for the Family Child Care Network. The 
network is funded annually using Child Care and Development Block Grant (CCDBG) funds.  
 
The third round of federal funding coming is the American Rescue Plan. Kentucky will be 
receiving a total of $763,372,058 in federal funding for child care. The first round of funds is 
$470,064,268.00, dedicated explicitly to stabilization grants. The second round of funds is 
$293,307,790.00 awarded through CCDBG funding with more flexibility than typical funds. 
 
The stabilization grants will have more flexibility. Funds can be used for the recruitment and 
retention of staff. The grants can cover new, existing, or ongoing costs or reimbursement for 
qualified expenses incurred since the beginning of the public health emergency. To receive the 
stabilization grants, programs must have been in operation by March 21, 2021, when the 
American Rescue Plan was passed.  
 
The funds awarded through CCDBG from the American Rescue Plan will benefit all child care 
programs, not just subsidy. States are still waiting on clarification from the Office of Child Care on 
how these funds can be allocated. They may allow startup funding for new programs.  
 
Sarah Vanover opened a discussion on what priorities members and audience members believe 
would benefit child care in Kentucky.   
 
Gail Edwards stated she would like to see more training opportunities, especially surrounding 
mental health. Sandy Woodall agreed.  
 
Zachary Smith discussed the limitations of child care providers only offering full-time care and 
not part-time care. Sarah Vanover stated she is unsure if this was a funding opportunity but did 
acknowledge providers have shifted from mainly offering full-time care. This could change once 
the pandemic is over.  
 
Amanda Flanery would like to see improved parent engagement.  
 
Sandy Woodall stated the challenge she is hearing from providers in northern KY is staff 
shortages. Providers inquire how they can recruit early childhood professionals.  
 



Sarah Vanover acknowledged this was an issue before the pandemic. Sarah said providers could 
use the funds from the American Rescue Plan to increase staff salaries. This will ultimately get 
more staff in a facility. DCC is looking into a tiered approach to paying providers more if wages 
are increased. Congress is aware of the infrastructure issue in child care, and states have 
expressed the need to stabilize child care programs.  
 
Amanda Flanery stated the importance of gathering data in child care. DCC is looking into data 
system improvements using CCDBG funds and is a top priority.  
 
Kim Smart discussed initiatives she has implemented to retain staff, such as increasing staff 
flexibility in schedules.  
 
Lance Blanford said one of his programs benefits is offering staff paid full tuition for their 
children.  
 
Rebecca Thomas stated she had hired pro re nata (PRN) to increase staff.  
 
Sarah Vanover discussed initiatives and support for children with special needs. There is only a 
limited amount of providers equipped to support children with special needs. These programs 
typically have long waitlists. Kim Smart agreed with Sarah Vanover and hoped more support and 
funds could be allocated to support this topic.   
 
Amy Hood discussed the need to increase infant and toddler care.  
 
Catherine Lowe, Child Care Health Consultant Trainer, discussed the need to increase books for 
providers surrounding public health awareness. In addition, alternatives to bleach for centers 
that have individuals allergic.  
 
Sarah Vanover asked if there were any other community updates. 
 
Catherine Lowe discussed the initiatives to increase vaccination in child care staff.   
 
Adjourn 
 
Sarah Vanover made a call to adjourn the Child Care Advisory Council meeting.  


